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Dr: C: P. STEVENS. (See page 3.) 


LETTERS 


Those Grateful Parents 


Dear Editor, 

I feel I must compliment you on the 
wonderful things you do for the 
Spastic children. I am the mother of 
two small children myself and realise 
how grateful the parents of the Spastic 
children must be for all the help you 
can give them. 


Yours faithfully, 


J. E. CLEGG, 
Basildon, Essex. 


Phenomenal! 


Dear Editor, 

I regret that in my present circum- 
stances I feel unable to send a large 
donation to you but assure you that 
when I do I shall consider it a privilege 
to donate in this way. 

May I express my admiration of 

your Society and the wonderful work 
"you are engaged in. 

It is a phenomenon to me in a selfish 
world that such unselfish Societies as 
yours and such selfless workers should 


exist, and not only exist, but thrive and 

succeed in helping our fellow beings. 
Again may I affirm that I am privi- 
leged when allowed to donate my small 

contribution. 
Yours faithfully, 
R. WOOLLEY, 
Farnworth, Lancs. 


Henpecked 


Dear Editor, 

We have pleasure in enclosing a 
cheque valued at £8 10s. to assist the 
work in which your Society is engaged. 
This is forwarded on behalf of the 
Henpecked Husbands Society. 

Yours faithfully, 
HENPECKED HUSBANDS SOCIETY, 
Red Lion Hotel, Near Liverpool. 


Dimpled Whisky 


Dear Editor, 

At the Saturday Circle’s New Year’s 
Eve Ball I ran a little guessing com- 
petition i.e. guessing how many six- 
pences there were in a Dimple Haig 
Whisky bottle. I charged a shilling a 
time and the Manager gave me a bottle 
of Dimple Haig as a prize. 

I informed our guests 


that all 


THE HOYER PATIENT LIFTER 


Solves many a problem where the 
_Incapacitated patient 1S Concerned 


One person can operate 
the Hoyer Lift with ease. 
Its smooth, hydraulic lift- 
ing movement is_ safe, 
positive, foolproof. <A 
special valve ensures slow, 
gentle descent. There is no 
fear on the part of the 


patient and no_ undue 
physical effort by the 
attendant. 


WIGMORE 


proceeds would go to your deserving 
charity and as you will see from the 
enclosed cheque for £13 10s. their 
response was wonderful. 


This is the first time I have done 
anything like this but I assure you it 
will not be the last and I hope to be 
able to forward further cheques in the 
future. 

Yours truly, 


A. WRIGHT, 
Banqueting Manager, 
Victoria Station Hotel, 
Nottingham. 


The Generous Printer 


Dear Editor, 

A Printer friend of ours did a small 
job for us but would not make a 
charge but said he would be satisfied 
if we sent a donation up to 30s. to any 
charity. We have therefore chosen the 
National Spastics Society and would 
appreciate your printing this to show to 
our Printer. 


Yours sincerely, 


A. J. STROUD, 
J. P. S. Social Club, 
Faversham, Kent. 


IN THE HOSPITAL 


Even the heaviest patient can be easily 
and safely moved by one nurse, who can 
attend the patient at the same time. The 
adjustable base allows passage through 
openings as small as 24” while the patient 
is being moved. Rubber wheels on ball 
bearings provide easy, silent transport. 
Various slings and frames are available. 


IN THE HOME 


The Hoyer Lifter opens the way to new 
interests and activities. With its help 
the most severely handicapped person 
can be safely and easily transferred from 
bed to wheelchair, favourite armchair, or 
car seat. The adjustable wheelbase will 
go round a 34” chair or through a 
narrow 24” door. Various comfort seats. 
slings and commode seats in canvas or 
nylon are available. 


For further details apply to 
THE SOLE DISTRIBUTORS FOR GREAT BRITAIN & 


JOHN BELL & CROYDEN 


IRELAND 


STREET, W.I 
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N.S.S. DIRECTOR 


_ The National Spastics Society’s new Director, Dr. Charles Phillips Stevens, 
M.B.E., M.B., Ch.B. (Edin.) took up his duties on March Ist. 


His last appointment was as General Secretary of the John Lewis Partner- 
ship. Before that he had been, since 1948, Deputy Senior Administrative 
Medical Officer of the South West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board. Dr. 
Stevens had previously been a regular R.A.M.C. officer and after service in 
the Middle East was in the Operations and Planning Section of the Medical 


Directorate in the War Office from 1943 to 1945, and 
Hospitals Section from 1945 to 1947. 


in charge of the 


Dr. Stevens, who is 45, is a School Manager of a Parish School in 
Maidenhead and, as five of his nine children have had polio, he is familiar 
with parental anxieties as well as with educational problems. 


OPINION 


For the best part of three years a 
carrot has been temptingly dangled 
under the noses of organisations con- 
cerned with the welfare of the disabled 
—the report of the Piercy Committee 
on the Rehabilitation, Training and 
Resettlement of Disabled Persons. 


While the Committee sat, the Auth- 
orities frequently deflected representa- 
tions made by voluntary bodies by 
saying in so many words “Let’s wait 
until the Piercy Committee reports”. 
The hopeful felt that great things could 
be expected from the Committee. 


The Authorities were, we are sure. 
quite sincere in their belief that the 
Committee’s report would be mildly 
revolutionary. The report has now 
been published and while one cannot 
say it contains anything that is revolu- 
tionary, it is certainly mild! 


In our view there are two particular 
disappointments. First, the Commit- 
tee’s rejection of the suggestion that a 
National Corporation (which found 
favour among so many _ voluntary 
organisations) should be cast aside, 
suggests that the ‘experts’ are still out 
of touch with the hard-won experience 
of those working in the field. 


Secondiy, and far more important 
from the Society’s point of view, is the 
apparent inability of the Committee to 
appreciate that while Spastics have 
much in common with other handi- 
capped people, they are in many ways 
different. 


It is in tackling these ‘differences’ 
that most of the difficulties arise which 
call for a special approach. The Com- 
mittee, while being particularly auda- 
cious in claiming that “the medical 
treatment does not differ radically from 
that needed for comparable handicaps” 
ignores entirely the emotional factors 
which so often are the toughest aspect 
of the task of training Spastics for 
employment. 


The Ministry of Labour in recog- 
nising the need for ‘Sherrards’ displays 
a more realistic appreciation of this 
aspect of the Spastics problem. From 
this we take heart. 


As for the future, the voluntary 
bodies must band together as best they 
can, continuing their agitations yet 
more energetically, for it seems that 
only they can tackle the problems of 
the disabled boldly and imaginatively. 
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REPORT ON THE DISABLED 


The Piercy Committee (Committee 
of Inquiry on the Rehabilitation of 
Disabled Persons under the Chairman- 
ship of Lord Piercy) says that its con- 
clusions now bring together an account 
of the services a Disabled Person can 
expect to receive under the Welfare 
State. 


The Report makes many recommen- 
dations which vitally concern Disabled 
people. They include: 


(1) the encouragement by various 
means of General Practitioners 
to play a fuller part in rehabi- 
litation; 

(2) the larger share of money 
available for capital develop- 
ment for rehabilitation in the 
near future should be on the 
hospital side, although some 
important industrial areas 
without industrial rehabilita- 
tion units should be supplied 
with them; 


MORE HOSTELS 


(3) the experimental provision of 
two or three comprehensive 
centres containing rehabilita- 
tion services of hospital and in- 
dustrial rehabilitation units, 
and the provision by Hospital 
Boards of specialist services for 
those attending industrial re- 
habilitation units; 


(4) the provision of further hostels 
(both long-term and short-term) 
for the Disabled and of centres 
for social and occupational 
purposes; 

(5) the provision of grant aid by 
the Exchequer to Local Auth- 
orities for welfare services 
provided under the National 
Assistance Act at a cost tenta- 
tively estimated at £6,600,000 a 
year; the rate of grant to be 
calculated having regard to the 
extent to which services have 
been provided in some fields; 


(6) the continuance of the Remploy 
scheme of factories for the 
severely Disabled; 

(7) the taking of workers to places 
of work by providing transport 
rather than taking the work to 
the homes of the Disabled; 

The Committee rejected the sugges- 

tion of a National Corporation to be 
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responsible for the Disabled at all 
stages. 

The Report points out that the 
provision by the Statutory Authorities 
of services to the Disabled did not re- 
move the need for voluntary service for 
there remained a vast field for personal 
service in meeting the needs of the 
individual. 


NO FIGURES AVAILABLE 


It is concluded that there will 
be a great benefit from an improve- 
ment of knowledge among the general 
public of the range of services 
available for the handicapped person. 

No national figures of the Disabled 
are available except for those in the 
employment field and because of the 
voluntary nature of registration even 
these figures are incomplete. Of these, 
even less is known of the actual 
number of Disabled who need rehabili- 
tation. 

The Report stresses that Consult- 
ants are still slow to consider the 
rehabilitation needs of their patients 
and that further education of the 
medical profession is much needed. 

Another point is the importance 
of careful assessment of the handicap 
and ensuring that the Disabled person 
is put into touch with those best able 
to help him, also that there is close 
consultation between the doctor and 
the Disablement Resettlement Officer 
or Welfare Officer. 


ON GADGETS 


The Committee recommends that 
Hospital Boards should. be invited to 
set up a Rehabilitation Committee to 
further the Report’s recommendations. 

On the subject of appliances and 
gadgets, there was some discussion as 
by whom they should be provided. It 
was decided that work aids would 
normally be the responsibility of the 
employer byt personal aids, where 
they cannot be provided by the Dis- 
abled themselves, should be _ the 
responsibility of the local authorities. 

Although the Committee does not 
agree that D.R.O.’s should be drawn 
from the ranks of social workers not 
that the D.R.O.’s service should be 
a self-contained specialist service, it is 
unhappy about their selection and 
training and makes recommendations 
for improvement here. 

The view is held that sheltered 
employment can only be second best 


to employment in ordinary condi- 
tions. Those who take up sheltered 
work should be encouraged to go into 
ordinary work as soon as _ possible, 
and those employed in sheltered 
work should be willing, and able, to 
make a ‘significant contribution to pro- 
duction’. .It is thought that a clear 
distinction should be drawn between 
the Disabled capable of employment 
and those only able to engage in work 
to keep them occupied. 


On the subject of Remploy (the 
factories established for employing 
Disabled people) it is concluded that 
the success of Remploy cannot be 
measured solely in monetary terms and 
that as it provides the only means of 
employment for a large number of 
severely Disabled people, the present 
scheme should be continued. 


NO FUTURE 


Although the Committee is 
generally satisfied with the present 
arrangement for identifying Disabled 
children and with the provision of 
education in hospitals, there is criti- _ 
cism that many Disabled young people 
take up employment which is either 
unsuitable or without much future. It 
recommends that the minimum age 
of 16 for the provision of vocational 
training should be brought down to the 
school leaving age. 

With regard to Spastics, the Report 
states that special measures over and 
above those ordinarily available to 
Disabled persons are not generally 
necessary or even desirable to cater for 
the needs of Spastics. Early and 
accurate assessment, it says, is the key 
to their satisfactory education and 
settlement. 

It is particularly important, the 
Report stresses, that the family doctor 
and the Health Visitor impress on the 
parents the need for such assessment 
and to be ready fully to inform the 
parents of the many ways in which 
help can be given to handicapped 
children. 

In spite of increased statutory con- 
cern for the Disabled, voluntary effort, 
the Report says, is still necessary. It 
cannot be commanded but it will best 
serve on supplementing the existing 
services and pioneering new ventures. 

(See Opinion Page 3) 


The Report is published by H.M. 
Stationery Office priced at 8s.6d. net. 
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COUNTRYWIDE — 


REPORTING NATIONAL NEWS ABOUT SPASTICS 


Share and Share Alike 


The N.S.S. has just been presented, 
from a generous donor who wishes to 
remain anonymous, 2,000 shares in 
Marks and Spencer Limited. This mag- 
nificent gift will go on paying dividends 
for the Society and is _ deeply 
appreciated. 


Shipwreck ! 


A bottle of champagne held by Avril 
Angers, the T.V. Star, deftly wrecked 
the H.M.S. Jellicoe in the Saloon Bar 
of the Admiral Jellicoe at Canvey 
Island. The wreck of this craft, so 
ingeniously designed out of 10,000 
pennies collected by ‘regulars’ at the 
Hotel, was not committed to Davy 
Jones Locker but found its most wel- 
come way into the Society’s funds. 


Two Musicians 
at Bournemouth 


Bournemouth Group, in celebrating 
the anniversary of the opening of their 
Centre, had  distin- 
guished company in 
Mr. Eric Robinson, 
T.V. Musical Direc- 
tor and Mr. Charles 
Groves, Conductor of 
the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra. 


In addition to their 
interest in music the 
two gentlemen have 
in common an in- 
terest in the work 
of the N.S.S.. Mr. 
Robinson, is a mem- 
bert. OL, thes S.C. 
and Mr. Groves is a 
Vice-President of the 
Bournemouth Group. 

Mr. J. Edwards, 
Secretary of the 
Group, announced 
that’ °'t-h’e 1 Centre 
would be opened 
on Wednesday morn- 


Courtesy Bournemouth 
Daily Echo 


N.S.S. News, Marcu. 1957. 


ings for speech therapy, also that one 
of the children who had been attend- 
ing the Centre was to enter the Resi- 
dential Centre at ‘Hawksworth Hall. 
The little girl had been brought from 
Poole each day the Centre was open. 


The Treasurer announced that many 
generous donations had been received 
during the preceding year. The Bourne- 
mouth and _ District Bookmakers 
Association had presented them with 
£105 and the little model collecting 
doll, Susy, had been responsible for 
adding over £95 to the fund. 


6-Year-Old Spastic 


Conductor 


St. David’s Day for 35 Spastic 
children from the Craig-y-Parc School, 
was a great day of drama and music. 
It was even more inspiring to them 
because they made the music, they 
gave the recitations. 

Their programme included a band 
very ably conducted by six-year-old 
Edward Thomas of Dolgelley. The 


rendering of “Men of Harlech’ and 
“God Save the Prince of Wales” was 
as stirring as the motto on the wall of 
the room where the celebration was 
held—“Courage to Persevere”’. 


£6,361 in Two Years 


The Chairman of the Chesterfield 
Group, Mr. M. H. Boone, announced 
at their annual dinner and dance that 
£6,361 has been raised towards the 
Day Centre the Group hopes to open. 
Mr. Boone said “That is not bad going 
in about two years, but we still have 
something like £3,700 to get. I am 
negotiating at present for the site of 
the proposed Day Centre. 


“We want to try and put it in one 
of the hospital grounds’, he continued, 
“and we want the hospital authorities 
to take it over. We will supply the 


Mr. Charles Groves, Bournemouth 


Group’s first Chairman, Miss O. E. 
Joseph, 11 year old Rosemary Hawkes 
and Eric Robinson (see third story). 
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building—let them supply the facilities 
that are required. We are rather held 
up in our negotiations at the moment, 
because we are awaiting a report from 
the Derbyshire County Council”. 


School Hobby Centre 


Peterborough, Corby and Stamford, 
who formed a combined committee 
recently to help the Wilfred Pickles 
School, is providing £575 for an exten- 
sion to the school. This money was 
raised at Christmas time. 

The committee wants to provide a 
hall, away from the centre of the 
school, where the children can concen- 
trate on their hobbies. Special equip- 
ment, for the boys to learn woodwork 
and the girls, domestic duties, is 
planned. 


Tees-side Plans Centre 


Councillor W. H. Adams, Chairman 
of the Tees-side Group, said that talks 
are to take place soon about the setting 
up of a Day Treatment Centre for 
Spastic children at Tees-side. 

He said the Association hoped that 
if they paid fur the cost of the Centre 
the hospital authorities would provide 
the necessary treatment for children 


from two years of age. It is thought that 
there are about 35 to 40 in the Tees- 
side area and later the co-operation of 
the Education Committee will be 
sought to ensure the continuing educa- 
tion of the children. 

It is estimated that the centre will 
cost about £12,500 to build and, 
through voluntary means, over £10,000 
has already been raised. Councillor 
Adams said that a site within the 
grounds of Middlesborough General 
Hospital had been suggested. 


Goole Spastics Still in 


the Swim 


As an encouragement to get more 
local Spastics to swim, the authorities 
at Goole have again given consent for 
the Goole Spastics Society to use the 
swimming -baths during this coming 
season. 


Help From the Bow 
Tie Club 


A newsreel film of the handing over 
last December of a cheque for £250 to 
the Lord Mayor of Birmingham in aid 
of Midland Spastics was shown to the 


Courtesy Stockport Express 


Tommy Cooper, the “mad magician” called on the Stockport Clinic and 
joined in the children’s tun. Here he is giving a riding lesson to 4 year old 
Leslie McDonald, much to the amusement of Hilary Rhodes who is 10. 
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Lady Mayoress in the Waldorf Cinema 
Sparkbrook. The money had _ been 
raised by the Cosmopolitan Bow Tie 
Club whose members are hoping it will 
be used as the start of a £50,000 fund 
to provide a home for Spastic children 
in the Midlands. 


Square Dancing 
on Wheels 


‘Woodlarks’, as famous for its 
Holiday Camps as it is for its Work- 
shop for Handicapped Girls, has led 
the way in yet another field. The 
Woodlarks Square Dance Team is the 
first of its kind in England. 

Miss Mary Ireson started to teach 
dancing at Woodlarks in 1955 and her 
visit each month for an evening’s in- 
struction is one of the most popular 
features with the girls who live and 
work at Woodlarks. 


Another new development is P.T. in 
wheelchairs and nearly all the girls join 
in. They are learning arm exercises and 
movements with Indian clubs and 
streamers in addition to doing counter- 
marching in their chairs. 


The Golden Hen 


The ‘Banana Boat Song’ has nothing 
on the banana-shaped eggs which are 
being laid by a hen belonging to 
farmer, Mr. Wilfred Waterman of 
Creckmoor, Poole. This phenomenon 
is drawing funds for the N.S.S. for a 
local shop is displaying the eggs, 
together with a photograph of the hen, 
alongside a collecting-box. Well, it’s a 
change from the proverbial golden 
goose! 


Tax Blow 


The Wingfield Music Club Orchestra 
at Walthamstow — its’ players are 
Spastics and other handicapped child- 
ren — have had their plea to the 
authorities for a 60 per cent Purchase 
Tax remittance on their instruments 
rejected. ; 


Town Crier’s Fan Club. 


Another unusual Fan Club is one 
devoted to enthusiasm for Mr. Alfie 
Howard who is a Town Crier. Mr. 
Howard won a Military Medal at Dun- 
kirk. After a long time in hospital he 
decided to earn his living as a 
comedian. 

“But I am afraid I wasn’t a very good 
one” he said, “and didn’t get much 
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work so I became a red-coated toast- 
master”. Now Treasurer of the Assoc- 
iation of Toastmasters and Masters of 
Ceremony he is one of its busiest 


Courtesy South London Press 


Town Crier Alfie Howard, in action 


members. In Summer he changes pro- 
fessions and becomes a Town Crier. 


His Fan Club, 2,000 strong, which 
has the motto “Courtesy and Cheerful- 
ness at all times” does a great deal of 
work for charity and has given over 
£40 to help Spastic children. 


Crewe Buys Van 


A second-hand van has been pur- 
chased by the Crewe and _ District 
Group so that children who live in out- 
lying areas can be taken to the Centre 
_ in Richmond Road. 


Police Dogs and Birds 


for Ilford Fete 


Plans are being made by the Ilford 
Branch of the N.S.S. for a Garden Féte 
to be held at Gordon Fields on Whit- 
Monday, and they intend that it will 
be the biggest money-raising effort 
they have ever attempted. The pro- 
ceeds of this undertaking will go 
toward establishing a home for inedu- 
cable Spastic children, a need which is 
becoming very urgent. 
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This Year’ 


s Holidays 


By George Lauder 


After last year’s wonderful 
generosity towards the Spastics who 
were given a holiday in Swanage, I am 
pleased to say that many more like 
this will be available this year. 
Although more places have been 
offered there will still be many more 
applications than accommodation so, 
as last year, we are going to draw the 
lucky names out of a hat. By the time 
this is printed the excitement will be all 
over and the places drawn. Here are 
the holidays that these lucky people 
will enjoy: 

As last year, the Seaforth Private 
Hotel is offering a week’s holiday, 
free of charge, for twelve parents 
or guardians and twelve Spastic child- 
ren under 16 years of age. The only 
cost will be that of transport. The 
Swanage holiday dates are from Sep- 
tember 28th to October 5th. 


Folkestone Too 


The Folkestone Group has arranged 
for an hotel to give two separate holi- 
days of one week each—May 4th to 
11th and May 11th to the 18th. Each 
week 12 mothers and 12 Spastics can 
be accommodated. There is no age 
limit but the Spastic is not to go alone 
as the Group feels that the mother 
needs the holiday as much as the 
Spastic. 

This holiday is not free but it is very 
reasonable. The cost is £8 8s. per week 
for mother and child but the Folke- 
stone Group is meeting half of this so 
that the total cost for both will only 
be £4 4s. plus transport. 

The Group in St. Helier at Jersey 
have been very busy and places have 


been arranged for 12 Spastics and their 
parents. At a farm places are offered 
to 4 parents and 4 children. Although 
this is in the country a car will be 
available to take them to the beach. 
The date for this holiday will be from 
the Ist of June to the 15th. 


Holiday Camp 


Transport will also be available for 
the 2 parents and 2 children who will 
holiday in the first two weeks in July, 
in a house by the sea. In the last two 
weeks of September 4 chalets will be 
available at a holiday camp by the sea 
for 4 parents and 4 children. All the 
Jersey holidays will be of two weeks 
because of the distance to be travelled. 


I have received a fine offer from a 
farmer at Hittisleigh near Exeter in 
Devon, of a holiday for a young or old 
Spastic who will appreciate the quiet- 
ness of the countryside. There is no 
cost for this holiday except transport. 


Other holiday centres where normal 
charges are made but where Spastics 
are welcomed are at The Hall in Head- 
corn, Kent, (write to Mrs. G. M. 
Whitaker or ‘phone Headcorn 352) and 
The Woodlands, Shorne, Nr. Graves- 
end, Kent (write to Miss M. Macindoe 
or *phone Shorne 506). 

This year, as last year, Bridlington 
is raising a wonderful holiday fund to 
provide holidays for Spastics and their 
mothers from the East Yorkshire area. 
The Mayor of Bridlington is supervis- 
ing the fund-raising and Mr. Whyte, 
the North Regional Officer, is dealing 
with this. 


SS SIS ES ETS OES ESI EP TIE AR REINS TS PES ONES SS SETS 


There will be numerous side-shows 
and the inclusion of police dogs, a 
Dunmow Flitch Contest and an exhi- 
bition of British and Foreign Birds are 
among the many possibilities. It is 
even considered that petrol rationing 
may have a favourable effect on the 
attendance figures for many people 
who cannot get away in their cars to 
the coast may be glad to spend a day 
at the féte. 


One Family’s Whist Drive 


Following a report in a local paper 
on the need of £5,000 to build a 


Spastics Centre in the area, the Brom- 
ley and District Spastics Group has 
received many contributions towards 
the required sum, and one family have 
promised to run monthly whist drives 
to raise money. 


* * * 


ADVERTISMENT ="™ 


Parents and 13-year old Spastic boy 
seek ground floor accommodation in 
adjacent area. Write to:— Mrs. Hol- 
bourne, 46, Finfen Road, Herne Hill, 
Si.0t ‘ 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 


In the December issue I showed a list 
of Groups that had their own Centres 
in operation, Broadly speaking it was 
correct, although I had to apologise to 
Epping for missing them off the list 
and also to two other Groups for in- 
cluding them in the wrong grouping. 

Since then, as you will see from my 
notes below, I have been seeing for 
myself and I have been able to visit 
quite a number of Local Group 
Centres. I intend to have all the infor- 
mation on these Centres filed for 
reference, so that we won’t have to 
guess what they are doing. 

In spite of the fact that few Groups 
have direct contact with each other, it 
is quite remarkable how the various 
Centres follow a similar pattern. From 
what I have seen, the greatest need now 
is to help the ineducable Spastic and 
most Groups are recognising this, and 
planning accordingly. 

At all evenis there is very much good 
work being done in our Group Centres 
and if I can pass on information and 
advice I am delighted to do it. So far 
no local Centre has started and failed 
for lack of funds, and everyone seems 
_to find money raising easier once a 
Centre is going. 


BIRKENHEAD 


Mr. Whyte and I spent a busy week 
together recently, and our first visit 
was to see the Spastic Day School the 
Group has set up in Birkenhead. Ten 
children come every day, but there is 
room for ten more as soon as arrange- 
ments can be made. 

The Birkenhead Local Authorities 
are paying fees for the children who 
attend this excellent school. In the 
evening, we met the School Manage- 
ment Committee, and we had a real 
“Twenty Questions” session, and a 
most useful and interesting discussion. 


HAWKSWORTH HALL 


Mr. Whyte and I were again together 
to make a social visit to Hawksworth 
Hall just before the Opening day. We 
met all the staff and the management 
committee at a very pleasant ‘at home’. 

I was asked to tell the Staff about 
the N.S.S. and its background and we 
showed our film “Door to Freedom”. 

Mr. J. Hicks, chairman of the 
Hawksworth Management Committee 
is the father of three Spastics; no one 
has worked harder than he has to get 
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Reported 
by 
George Lauder 


the Hall opened in time. I hope to go 
again soon when the children are in 
residence. 


LEICESTER 


And yet another Day Centre official 
opening; this time at Leicester for the 
under-fives. 

During the evening, there was a very 
pleasant little ceremony, when Mrs. 
Woods, the Group Secretary since the 
Group’s inception, was presented with 
a Standard Lamp as a token of grati- 
tude for her very hard work. Mrs. 
Woods has given up the Secretary’s job 
for health reasons. 


BACUP 


I had only been once before to Bacup 

to the inaugural meeting, and so was 
very happy to take Mr. Whyte along 
for an introduction to Mr. Whittaker, 
the hard-working secretary. 

A Public Meeting had been arranged 
and invitations had gone out to many 
other local organisations to come and 
see our films. Unfortunately, the 
attendance was rather disappointing, 
but nevertheless we enjoyed our visit. 

Mr. Whyte and I left after the meet- 
ing for Leeds, and I continued on to 
my home in Newcastle for the week- 
end, arriving at the “witching hour” of 
3 a.m. 


BLACKBURN 


There was a very good Group Meet- 
ing at Blackburn where again we 
answered and asked many questions. 
Blackburn is a most lively Group and 
always anxious to help where help is 
needed. 

I met an old friend in John Arundel, 


who spent some time at Prested Hall 
when I was there. We had tea at his 
mother’s house. John has been trans- 
ferred from the Hospital ward to the 
Welfare Department home which suits 
him much better, giving him a good 
deal of freedom to move around. 

John is the wandering sort, in spite 
of being a wheel chair case, and he 
came along to our meeting by himself 
in the evening, quite a journey, I 
assure you. 


EPPING FOREST 


Shirley Keene and I paid a visit 
recently to the excellent 3 day a week 
treatment Centre which has _ been 
operating for quite some time now. 
There is a fuller description of this 
Centre elsewhere: suffice it for me to 
say, that I was immensely encouraged 
to see such obviously beneficial work 
being done amongst the younger 
children. 

In the evening I addressed a Group 
meeting and showed our new film. 
There was a very good atendance in- 
deed. This incidentally, was my first 
visit to this Group. I hope I shall be 
able to go back again soon. 


CHELTENHAM 


At Cheltenham, I was very pleased 
to meet the chairman of the Group, 
Mr. Sharp, and Mrs. Pickering, the 
Secretary, and was glad to hear of the 
steady progress they have made here. 

It is a long time indeed since I was 
in Cheltenham, and I had not seen 
their Day Centre. It is called St. Vin- 
cent’s School, and is a well-converted 
brick-built garage, standing at the end 
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of a long garden, and has its own 
separate entrance. 


There is a small classroom, teachers’ 
room and a general room, with toilet, 
etc. Heating is by a greenhouse boiler 
and it certainly seemed efficient the 
day I was there. 


Six or seven children attend each 
day from 9.30 a.m. to 12 o’clock. They 
are collected and returned home by the 
Ambulance Service. One trained 
teacher is employed full-time and a 
speech therapist attends twice a week. 
Children requiring treatment receive it 
at the Hospital. The Centre is well 
equipped and is operated entirely from 
voluntary funds. 


SWANSEA 


I had a very warm welcome to Swan- 
sea the other week. I was astonished 
to be told that it was nearly three years 
since I had been there. I went to the 
Group meeting, a very well-attended 
meeting incidentally, and told them 
about the various National and Local 
projects that I had visited. There 
seemed to be a very great interest and 
I had to answer many good questions. 


The following morning, in company 
with Mrs. Paton, we visited the Swan- 
sea Centre at West Cross which faces 
Swansea Bay. We were welcomed by 
the Matron and then we met the 
teachers -and helpers. 

Fifteen children go each day, (5 days 
from 9.30 — 3.30 p.m.) the Ambulance 
transport being provided by the 
Authorities. Ten of the younger ones, 
mostly about 5-years old and under, 
and mostly considered ineducable, are 
in one class. 

The children are looked after by a 
teacher and a young Spastic girl of 25 
years, the first job she has ever had— 
and what a difference it has made to 
her having this job! The other class is 
for five older children, all ineducables, 
_ with one teacher. 


BOLTON 


I went to Bolton to have a look at 
Birtenshaw Hall Day and Residential 
School for Spastics, just outside Bol- 
ton. It has only been opened a month, 
but already it has settled down into a 
smooth routine. 

The old house which I saw first two 
years ago, has not been substantially 
altered from the outside, except to have 
a brand new wing added to one end. 
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But inside there is a remarkable 
difference. 

We were most impressed with the 
colour and brightness of the place, and 
with the way the architect has made 
the most use of every little corner. 
There are three dormitories each with 
its bathroom attached, there are two 
small isolation rooms in case of sick- 
ness, and a lovely flat sun roof over 
the new extension. 

The three classrooms and _ large 
physiotherapy rooms are all in the new 
extension, and there are ample play- 
rooms and staff accommodation. 


BRIGHT FURNISHING 


Furnishings, linos and carpets are 
very bright and cheerful and furniture 
and equipment is sound and well con- 
structed; we were struck by the fact 
that desks and cupboards, were made 
locally at a most reasonable cost. 
Every effort was made to stretch the 
available money without sacrificing 
any quality. I think the committee has 
succeeded. 


At present, 25 children are in, and 
another 5 are coming; the demand will 
certainly exceed the places available. 

I feel that the Bolton Group and the 
Schools Committee or Managers de- 
serve the very highest praise for setting 
up a really excellent and up to date 
Special School for Spastics in a com- 
paratively short time. They are 
immensely proud of their achievement 
and I think rightly so. It is an interest- 
ing fact, well known, however, to many 
of us, that the real “donkey work” has 
been done by a round dozen people. 


BRISTOL 


At Bristol I spent a whole afternoon in 
the Bristol Centre. I had a warm wel- 
come from Mrs. Spelsbury, the Super- 
intendent. Twenty children attend 
daily. These children, all very severely 
handicapped, some of them mentally as 
well as physically, are brought in and 
taken home again by the Centre’s own 
transport. 

The full-time staff includes the Super- 
intendent, an Assistant, 1 Housemother 
1 S.R.N. Nurse. 1 Teacher, 1 Physio 
Therapist and a Transport Organiser, 
who is incidentally, a retired Police 
Inspector. Then there is a part-time 
cook, kitchen help and domestic 
cleaner. Two voluntary helpers make 
up the large staff. A midday meal is 
provided for the children at a cost of 
1/- per day to the parents. 


The total annual cost is £3,500 and 
it is all found from voluntary sources. 


I was much impressed with the 
excellent organisation of the Centre, 
and the fine job that is being done for 
some very difficult cases. 


The Group also uses the Centre two 
evenings a week for the Adolescent 
Spastics Club. A man teacher is in 
charge and he has many volunteer 
helpers. 5 


BIRMINGHAM 


I have long wanted to see the Mid- 
land Spastics Association’s Welfare 
department which is situated next door 
to Carlson House. At the invitation of 
the Chairman, Mr. Robbins, I went 
along and had a long chat with Mr. 
Barrett, the Chief Welfare Officer, and 
met their other three Welfare Depart- 
ment workers. One of them a skilled 
Occupational Therapist. 


MANY CRAFTS 


The workshop is open 4 days a week 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and the 12 
young men attend three days a week, 
and the 6 or 7 girls on one day. Joinery, 
weaving, basket work, leather work, 
knitting and other activities are carried 
on. All articles sold help to provide 
pocket-money and incentive for the 
Spastics. They bring their own sand- 
wiches for the midday meal. 


Petrol rationing has limited the use 
of the Dormobele for transport, 
although some arrive under their “own 
steam”. It has also resulted in curtail- 
ing the visiting of the Welfare Officers 
to the Spastics in the country areas. 
One day a week the Centre, a large 
wooden building, is used as a play 
centre for Spastic children. 


NEW FILM 


Carlson House school, one of the 
first in the country is, of course, for 
day pupils only and 52 Spastics now go 
each day. 


I saw a new 16mm. coloured sound 
film which Carlson House has just 
produced. It shows in details special 
apparatus and equipment used in 
schools and much that can be used at 
home. It runs for about 15 minutes and 
the commentary is by Frank Phillips, 
the B.B.C. announcer. 


The M.S.A. is considering the possi- 
bility of setting up a sheltered work- 
shop and hostel for adult Spastics. 


The ‘Welfare Department has just 
received a gift of £500 to provide 
holidays for Spastics. I was very much 
impressed with what I saw. 
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PROJECTS 


HAWKSWORTH HALL OPENS 


Hawksworth Hall, opened as a long- 
range assessment centre, received its 
first pupils recently. The Hall, pur- 
chased 14 months ago by the National 
Spastics Society, is planned as a most 
important link in the problem of 
assessing the intelligence of physically 
and mentally handicapped Spastics. 

Hawksworth Hall, bought originally 
for nearly £4,000, has since had £7,000 
spent on alterations and £8,000 on 
equipment. It is estimated that the 
annual cost in maintaining Hawks- 
worth Hall will be in the region of 
£20,000. 


24 Children 


Miss I. Spinks, the Principal, has had 
many years experience with Handi- 
capped Children. She is in charge of a 
large staff which includes two Assistant 
Mistresses, two Physiotherapists, an 
Occupational Therapist, a Matron, 
Secretary, seven House Parents in 
addition to domestic staff. 

At present there are twenty-four 
children resident at the Hall. About 
half of these children are from York- 
shire but the others come from many 
other parts of the country from as far 
away as the Channel Islands. 

The house has been re-decorated 
entirely with an emphasis on gay 
colour which in no way detracts from 
the graciousness of its large seven- 
teenth century rooms. The schoolroom, 
which was once the Billiard Room, is 
now equipped with the special desks 
and chairs for these heavily handi- 
capped children. 


No Tears 


Miss Spink said that the children had 
settled in very well. “There have been 
no tears and they do not seem to miss 
their parents or home surroundings” 
she said. “They have settled down 
wonderfully well with their house- 
mothers”’. 

She has already found that one boy 
has an excellent sense of rhythm. 

There was no official opening on the 
day the children arrived but it has 
always been the policy of the N.S.S. 
to hold this ceremony after the resi- 
dential centre has been running for 
some time. 

Just orior to the children’s admission 
an oven day was held at Hawksworth 
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An unusual aerial view of 
Hawksworth Hall. 


Hall, when members of the staff and 
the Management Committee greeted 
visitors and showed them the newly 
decorated Hall. The Chairman of the 
Committee, Mr. Jack Hicks, received 
the guests and described the way in 
which the idea of creating Hawks- 
worth Hall as a residential home for 
children was conceived. 

Mr. Hicks also paid tribute to the 
voluntary helpers who had given their 
time and energy to help make this 
possible. 

Hawksworth Hall will be function- 
ing for a year as a long-range assess- 
ment centre for mentally handicapped 
Spastics. Assessment will be carried 
out over periods of three months, six 
months and a year. After its first year 
it will become a permanent school for 
Spastic children considered to be 
“ineducable”’. 

It is hoped that much of the work 
done with these children will advance 
and clarify the present methods of 
assessing the educability of mentally 
and physically handicapped children. 
This is one of the big difficulties at 
present experienced in seeking suitable 
education for many Spastics. 


EPPING CENTRE 


The Epping Group runs a Treatment 
Centre three mornings a week. All told, 
20 children, some of whom atiend ordi- 
nary school, are given physiotherapy. 
Two Physiotherapists who are paid out 


of Group funds, give treatment to the 
children and the Secretary reports that 
there has been much improvement. 

The children who attend school are 
given first priority in the mornings so 
that they need not miss any more 
school than possible. They are usually 
back in class by 11 o’clock. 

The other children of nursery age are 
brought by their mothers who are 
taught some of the exercises so that 
they can be given at home. 

The Group has premises in a Church 
Community Centre where they can also 
hold their meetings in the large hall. 
The big room they occupy for treat- 
ment has two long beds and toys to 
entertain the children. The Community 
Centre is also equipped with a kitchen 
so:that cups of tea, and drinks for the 
children are easily available. 

The Group hopes to extend the treat- 
ment to a fourth day each week for 
they find there are still children in the 
area who would benefit. At present the 
physiotherapists have their hands well 
and truly full in coping with 20 child- 
ren in the three mornings a week. 


RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL 
FOR BOLLINGTON 


From Macclesfield comes more news 
of the scheme for the conversion of 
part of Park Mount, the Ivy Lane home 
of Mr. W. Goldmann, into a residential 
home for Spastic children. 

It is proposed that the children will 
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live at Park Mount from Monday to 
Friday of each week and will attend 
the Bollington, Macclesfield and Dist- 
rict Spastic Clinic for treatment. This 
way they will combine education with 
regular treatment and, of course, they 
will be free to spend week-ends in their 
own home surroundings. 

Feelers have already gone out to 
parents of Spastic children living in the 
area as to their willingness to allow 
their children to take advantage of the 
proposed facilities and the response 
has been satisfactory. 

It is expected that the Mayor of 
Macclesfield, Councillor H. P. Haworth 
will launch an appeal on behalf of the 
scheme. 


WHERE ARE 
-LUTON’S OTHER 
SPASTICS? 


The Luton Centre, which it is hoped 
will be opened by the Duchess of 
Bedford in June, is seeking more child- 
ren to attend. The Centre is now open 
from Monday to Friday each week for 
treatment. 

The children are collected each 
morning in a Utilibrake which was a 
gift from Vauxhall Motors Limited and 
their mothers have worked out a rota 
for attendance to help with the children 

There is a trained staff of three under 


the leadership of the Matron, Miss E. 
Abernethy. Although there are facili- 
ties for 12 Spastics at the moment only 
4 attend and the Group is anxious to 
have the vacancies filled. The Chair- 
man of the Group, Mr. Alan Monks, 


i is sure that there are other Spastics in 


the area but says that doctors, bound 
by professional ethics, cannot tell who 
they are. 


The Group, in addition to raising the 
funds to keep the Centre going, turn 
out and help keep the gardens well 
groomed. 


Many local firms have done a great 
deal in helping towards equipping the 
Centre and are always eager to hear 
news of the children they are helping 
so generously. 


Sherrards Goes Into Action 


| There are now twenty-five young 

people resident at Sherrards, the first 
vocational training centre for Spastics 
in this country. Although it has been 
in operation little more than iwo 
months some of the contracts made 
with local firms have already been 
met. 

Sherrards is in the middle of a highly 
industrial area, and its Principal, Mr. 
Leon Knight, has made contacts locally 
for work on small components. In the 
workshop at present the trainees are 
turning out wooden boxes, and cutting 
to size and smoothing lengths of cop- 
per tubing. Also on the assembly line 


are such diverse things as paper-knives, © 


sheets of fibre glass which will event- 
ually be control panels, and invitation 
cards. 

These last are being printed. The 
type is set up and they are printed on a 
small hand press. Also in this depart- 


Courtesy Home Counties Newspapers Limited. 


The Staff at Luton Spastics Centre giving treatment to two of 
the children who attend. 
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ment several of the girls are learning 
typing and shorthand. There are a 
couple of knitting machines installed 
which they are also learning to operate. 

The hours the trainees work are 
strictly observed and, as the physio- 
therapy room is at the end of the 
workshop, no time is lost between treat- 
ment and work. There is one physio- 
therapist who is resident at Sherrards. 

The workshop is divided into two 
sections with a glassed-in foreman’s 
office. There is a small room where the 
tea is prepared morning and afternoon. 
It is wheeled round on a trolley to 
their work-benches and the trainees 
pay 2d per cup in the manner of any 


workshop. 
There are three instructors who, with 
the Principal, are assessing each 


trainee for the work to which he is 
apparently best suited. There is to be 
a 13-week assessment period before 
giving an intensive course in the chosen 


vocation. 


Education, Too 


In addition to their day’s work the 
residents have a full programme in the 
evenings. On Monday and Tuesday a , 
teacher visits to coach them in English 
and Arithmetic. For many of the 
young people this is the first chance 
they have had to make improvement 
on their often inadequate education. 

Indeed, for one young man it is 
proving a boon, for he had never had 
the opportunity to learn to read until 
now. His gratitude for this is certainly 
being proved by the speed with which 
he is increasing his reading and written 


vocabulary. 
On Wednesday evening, a Dancing 
Instructress attends Sherrards and, 


after initial disbelief in their nimble- 
footedness, the trainees have joined in 
enthusiastically. In addition to the 
enjoynient this recreation brings, it is 
having remarkably noticeable improve- 
ment on their sense of balance. 

This may sound like a very full pro- 
gramme but it is not all, for a lot of 
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craft work is being produced in, what 
little is left, of their spare time. Several 
woollen rugs are in progress and seat- 
ing is being woven for stools. 


Cinema visits are often arranged for 
Thursday evenings and sometimes the 
local vicar, who is most interested in 
his new neighbours, comes over and 
talks to them on subjects of topical 
interest. He also offers hospitality to a 
couple from Sherrards each Sunday for 
lunch and tea. 


On Sunday all the trainees attend 
church of various denominations. 


Surprise Party 


Sherrards best-kept secret was the 
surprise party for Nicholas Buck who 
was, early this month, the first trainee 
to have his twenty-first birthday at the 
Centre. 


For days before the event, Mrs. 
Knight, wife of the Principal, had been 
asked by many of the residents to buy 
birthday cards for them and much 
secret discussion about the proposed 
party took place. 


After tea—at which nothing was said 
about his birthday — Nicholas joined 
the others for the weekly arithmetic 
class. Imagine his surprise at being 
confronted, not with long divisions and 
complicated multiplications, but a 
table resplendent with a lavishly 
decorated birthday cake and laden 
with a variety of good things to eat and 
drink. 


Smuggled In 


Perhaps for Nicholas best of all was 
the surprise visit from his father, 
mother and sister Jacqueline, who Mrs. 
Knight had smuggled in _ quietly 
through the back door. 


Nicholas’s birthday present from his 
colleagues, was a camera for which 
they had been contributing 6d. a week 
for several months. He has promised 
that as soon as the weather is fine 
enough he will be very happy to take 
photographs of the many friends who 
helped to make his surprise party such 
a success. 


Vhere has been much ‘special saving’ 
lately, because there was another 21st 
birthday celebration about a fortnight 
later, for Phoebe King. ‘There was not 
so much secrecy about this one, how- 
ever, for cards poured in for Phoebe 
during the previous week, almost 
covering the top of the grand piano. 
There was even one from Benny Hill 
who she met whilst she was on holiday 
some time ago. 
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The boys’ contribution to honour 
Phoebe’s birthday was a handbag and 
the girls had bought her matching 
gloves. There was a special celebratory 
tea which turned the occasion into an 
event. 

These trainees who have fitted in so 
quickly to the new environment of 
work form the hopeful vanguard of 


Spastics to whom employment has 
seemed virtually impossible under 
existing circumstances. But is now an 
ambition brought to reality — the 
reality of discovering that work is not 
only possible but will be a practical 
contribution to the community as a 
whole. 


TWELVE TODDLERS AT LEICESTER 


Twelve children are now attending 
the newly-opened Leicester Day 
Centre. This Nursery Centre has cost 
about £2,500 to adapt and equip and 
visitors find it hard to realise that the 
building was a former summerhouse- 
cum-aviary. 

The building, in the grounds of Mr. 
Jack Ward’s home, has been handed 
over to the Leicester and Leicestershire 


Much of the equipment has been 
donated by interested organisations. 
The Leicester Lions Club has donated 
four chairs and another has been pre- 
sented by a group of girls at a local 
workshop. 


At present there is no treatment or 
speech therapy available but there are 
two fully-trained nursery teachers on 


Courtesy Leicester Mercury. 


Mrs. Welch, Matron of the Leicester Centre, 
joins in the children’s play. 


Spastics Society for the payment of a 
single rose each summer to Mrs. Ward. 
The lawns; which surround the house, 
are also included in this generous 
gesture. 

Special furniture and equipment has 
been installed to give the children the 
added help they need. The bathroom 
has been specially equipped with low 
wash basins and each child has tooth- 
mug, comb, face-cloth and towel with 
individual motifs. 


‘ 


the staff under the supervision of Miss 
G. B. Welch. At present all the child- 
ren are being transported to the 
nursery by taxi which puts the annual 
expenses up at least £600. 

It is estimated that the annual cost 
of running the nursery will be in the 
region of £2,400 which the Group are 
planning to raise by voluntary means. 

It is hoped that, in May, Lady 
Barnett will officially open the Centre. 
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COMMITTEE COMMENTS 


DEEDS OF COVENANT 


There is one very profitable way of 
helping Charities that is well worth’ 
mentioning. It is applicable to all 
Charities though it is hoped that all 
who read this will assume that it 
applies especially to the National 
Spastics Society. That is, by means of 
a Deed of Covenant. This may sound 
a pretty fearsome thing. But it isn’t. 

A Deed seems to imply lawyer’s 
musty offices and Costs. And a Cove- 
nant sounds worse; mustier offices and 
costlier Costs. But, strangely enough, a 
_ Deed of Covenant is really a simple 

document and it does not require the 
services of a lawyer or any other kind 
of expert Assistance to complete. 
Anyone can, of course, send a sub- 
scription to any Charity. But if you 
decide that you can send a subscription 
not only this year but for the next six 
years also then a Deed of Covenant is 
the thing to use. Because it is simple. 
It merely requires a word or two and 
a figure or two and a signature and all 
of these can be written in a few 
seconds in the blank spaces on a prin- 
ted form all ready for those figures and 
words and that signature. 


INCOME TAX REFUND 


And because it is profitable. If you 
pay Income Tax—and most people do 
so nowadays — then the Income Tax 
Authorities will repay the tax payable 
on the amount of the gift. This isn’t as 
complicated as it sounds either. 

The snag is, of course, that it isn’t 
you who gets the refund. You couldn’t 
get it back anyway however hard you 
tried. But the Charity can get it and 
does so with the greatest of pleasure. 
So the Charity benefits to a larger 
extent than you lose. 

But you cannot call that a loss, can 
you? And besides, all this is one way 
of getting financial support from the 
Government for Charitable work and 
it goes on for seven years if you decide 
to fill up a Deed of Covenant. Send for 
a form to-day. 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 


The Committee have been thinking 
about this matter of Covenants and 
have come to the conclusion that those 
people who are willing to invest in the 
Society’s future by signing one of these 
Deeds deserve something more sub- 
stantial than a receipt. They think that 
—provided the annual subscription in- 
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volved is more than a _ reasonable 
minimum — then Associate Member- 
ship of the Society can be fairly offered 
to them. 


The Committee is fully aware that 
Associate Membership of the National 


by Eric Hodgson 


Spastics Society is not one of the most 
eminent of distinctions. It really does 
not compare with the Order of Merit 
or the Companionship of Honour. But 
it would be a clear indication not only 
of the Committee’s gratitude but also 
of its very considerable respect. 


VOTES IN 
GROUPS’ HANDS 


If the idea does take shape then 
other and more tangible privileges 
could be embodied also. It would not 
be right to let Associate Members have 
voting powers, since all except a very 
small number of votes are placed 
squarely in the hands of the affiliated 
Groups. But the Committee would see 
to it that the Associate Members were 
kept fully aware of developments both 
inside and outside the Society. 


It might, for instance, be well worth 
while to send copies of the N.S.S. 
News to them, not necessarily every 
month but at such intervals as would 
ensure their continuing interest. They 
would certainly be allowed to attend 
the General Meetings where their in- 
fluence could be made known and felt. 


This matter of influence could work 
as a two-way traffic. It is always im- 
portant that the Society should make 
an impressive impact on all members 
of the public so that they can act as 
good Public Relations Officers with 
their own relations and circles of 
friends. 


THE FUTURE 


The N.S.S. News appeared in another 
new suit in January. It had worn the 
last one only from the middl¢ of 1955, 
nevertheless, the time had come for a 
New Cut and a New Look. The old 
suit had been patched here and there 
and made bigger to accommodate a 
rapidly growing body. 

But, somehow, it looked inadequate 


-In some respects, to meet the Society’s 


needs. 

Its respectability could never have 
been in question but it did fail to give 
an impression of importance to match 
the position the Society has achieved 
during the last few years. Now we 
think that has been corrected. 

In that January issue these Com- 
ments mentioned that the Committee 
were standing on one side at the be- 
ginning of the New Year so as to be 
able to see the road to take. The 
Projects Committee had been asked to 
submit suggestions for an overall future 
Policy. 


THE BALANCE 


The Executive Committee had al- 
ways had in mind the widely variable 
range of Spastics throughout the 
country and had tried to maintain a 
successful balance between them. That 
balance had, in some cases, become 
slightly unstable and was being kept 
with some difficulty. 

The Projects Committee has now 
given its report and the Executive 
Committee has accepted it with only 
little modification. The plan fits each 
existing section into its proper place 
in the picture. Moreover, having 
paused and taken stock, it can now be 
seen the more clearly just where the 
gaps are and where the attack must be 
strengthened. 

A Summary of the plan will appear 
in the News and it will merit study by 
all who have the interests of Spastics 
at heart. 


OBITUARY 


It is with deep regret, that the 
death is announced, of Mr. C. Tooke, 
Chairman of Norfolk and Norwich 
Spastics Association. He was Sl. 
After devoting a great deal of time 
and energy to helping handicapped 
children, he was elected last April 
to the Chairmanship. 

His widow has been associated 
with the same work for the past five 
years and is Appeals Secretary. The 
loss of Mr. Tooke’s services to the 
Association will be keenly felt by 
all who worked with him. 
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EMPLOYMENT 


The Hostels at Love Walk 


The handsome modern building faces 
on to a quiet street—Love Walk—in 
South London. It is surrounded by 
lawns and gardens and is the main 
part of a Foundation called Hostels for 
Crippled and Invalid Women Workers. 


In this building, designed speci- 
ficially for working and living, heavily 
disabled women produce embroidery 
and needlework of a high standard of 
craftsmanship. These articles are not 
sold on the open market but are, in 
the main, private orders, for their 
beautiful work is well-known. 


Exquisitely embroidered night-wear 
and lingerie, enchanting children’s 
clothes, fine linen and chair covers are 
among the many beautiful things which 
grow to completion under their skilful 
fingers. 


THREE STAGES 


There are two _ other buildings 
attached: to this Foundation, one for 
Trainees and one for older workers 
who can no longer do full-time work. 
The latter is a charming little house 
where ladies who have been resident 
in the Hostel for many years can spend 
their retiring years, among friends of 
many years’ standing. Although they 
continue on a minor scale with the 
work for which they were trained, 
these articles are not included for sale 
with the other work produced. 


The Trainees who learn for a two 
years period before graduating to the 
main workrooms acquire the know- 
ledge of the various stitches, fabrics 
and designs which will enable them to 
carry out their own ideas later. Both 
Trainees and fully trained workers eat 
in the long sunny dining room on the 
ground floor. Meals are taken over to 
the retired workers by one of the 
domestics. This dining room, furnished 
with a piano, is the scene of many 
parties and other social occasions. 


DIFFERENT OUTLOOK 


The Hostels were founded in 1912 
by Miss Alice Blanche Evans who, 
when visiting workhouse infirmaries (as 
they were called then) was moved by 
the sight of many crippled girls and 
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women lying helpless and idle. She 
began to teach them needlework and 
finding that this occupation made such 
a marked difference to their outlook, 
looked for a house in which they could 
be taught and also live and work under 
comfortable conditions. 

The house she acquired is now the 


‘Hostel and workroom for the Trainees. 


By the outbreak of war in 1939 the 
pattern of the three Hostels had 


THE DISABLED 
AT WORK—3 


ample bathroom accommodation, 
which is suitably adapted. 

Although the girls all work a full 
working day of Disabled Persons (this 
is a little shorter than the normal), they 
have a keen enjoyment of their leisure 
time. This is in every sense a real home 
for the residents. As one instance, 
although all their clothes could be sent 
to the laundry most of the girls prefer 
to do their own personal washing. 


Girls in the sunny workroom at Love Walk producing the fine 
needlework for which the Hostels are famous. 


evolved. Arrangements were made 
then for the residents to be moved to 
the home of the Viscountess Hamble- 
den near Henley-on-Thames. Six years 
later they returned, but accommoda- 
tion was inadequate and plans were 
made for the new Hostel. 

This was completed in 1952, and 
consists of a large workroom, two 
sitting rooms which are used for work 
also, a spacious dining room, kitchens, 
Caretaker’s flat and a large entrance 
hall which adequately houses the 
wheelchairs. There is a lift to take the 
chair cases upstairs, where there are 
twelve single bedrooms, three doubles 
and four four-bedded-rooms with 


There is a specially equipped laundry 
for their use. 
The instructors and forewomen who 
have been there for many years are, 
with one exception, handicapped them- 
selves. The Trainees who are accepted 
between the ages of 16 and 25 begin 
their work on such things as em- 
broidered hand-towels, delicately 
smocked aprons and children’s wear, 
less elaborate embroidery on lingerie, 
and simple blouses. They learn fine 
hand tucking and although some of the 
seams are machined most of the work 

is done by hand. 
If the work in the Trainees Section 
is of a high standard the garments 
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made by the fully-trained girls can only 
be described as superlative. Examples 
of their work are shown from time to 
time, winning many prizes in competi- 
tions. There is a never-failing supply 
of orders from private customers, and 
beautiful trousseaux are supplied year 
by year, often now for brides of the 
second generation. 


INDIVIDUALITY 


The girls, having learned a multi- 
plicity of stitches evolve their own 
patterns so that each piece of work has 
individuality. One particularly gay 
piece of decoration, which was being 
applied to embroidered belts and the 
edges of chair covers, was of Yugos- 
lavian origin. 

The Forewoman in the Garment 
Workroom does all the cutting, often 
designing the garments herself. A 
variety of materials is used from fine 
seersucker nylon to soft woollens for 
warm nightgowns. The _ children’s 
clothes, with their fine touches of em- 
broidery, have an apparent delicacy 
which belies their practical hard- 
wearing quality. 

The Foundation has an Annual Sale 
of its work*and there is an Appeal for 
funds to the public each year. Each 
girl is maintained by a Local Authority 
and repays to her Authority part of her 
disablement pension. About half the 
girls come from the London area and 
the rest from many other parts of the 
country. 


SEASIDE HOLIDAY 


The girls receive pocket money each 
week and a total of £13 a year for 
clothing. The girls lead a full social life, 
do their own shopping, visit the 
cinema and have many friends in the 
district who entertain them. They can 
receive their friends at the Hostels. 

Holidays are arranged for the girls 
in Summer and three weeks are spent 
at a seaside resort. Although there is 
no suggestion of hospital life in the 
Hostels, the care of the girls is in the 
hands of two Matrons with nursing 
experience. In the case of severe illness 
the girls can go into King’s College 
Hospital which is close by. 

There is not a very high proportion 
of Spastics employed at these Hostels 
for the work requires very deft hands 
and good eyesight. Here, away from 
bustle and uninspired mass-production, 
these heavily handicapped girls and 
women are maintaining a high standard 
of individual craftsmanship. 
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N.S.S. CHRISTMAS CARDS 
HOME EMPLOYMENT FOR SPASTICS 


News of the N.S.S. Christmas Card 
Competition for Spastics has _pro- 
voked wide interest throughout the 
country. Spastic artists intending to 
enter for the competition are reminded 
that their entries should reach the 
Editor at 28, Fitzroy Square not later 
than the 31st March. 


‘PRINTING MACHINES 


This entirely new scheme is to be 
carried out by Spastics from first to 
last. It is planned that 12 simple 
printing machines will be issued, 
mainly to individual Spastics, although 
there may be one at one of the Adult 
Residential Centres. The printers will 


be paid a weekly rate for their work. 

It is hoped that those who will do 
the printing will produce an output of 
about 500 cards a week. Groups are 
invited to forward names of Spastics 
in their area for whom this sort of 
work will be suitable. Fairly good co- 
ordination of hands is necessary. 

It is planned that when the printing 
operator has completed his weekly 
batch he will send them to a central 
depot (one of the Adult centres) where 
they will be checked and packed. 

The cards will probably sell at 
about 6d each and the residents of 
Adult Centres will market and des- 
patch them. 


Craft Work not the Answer 


At Huddersfield’s annual meeting it 
was announced that the Society’s regis- 
ter now contained 108 cases. Guest 
Speaker at the meeting was Miss D. E. 
Tuckett, Headmistress of Holly Bank 
in Edgerton. 

She said that craft-work although 
valuable was not the complete answer 
for later pursuits so far as Spastic 
children were concerned. “It is, in 
many cases, of real thereuputic value” 
she said. “It can help a handicapped 
boy or girl to use their hands in a way 
they may not have been able to do be- 


progress. 
habilitation can 


5S Castor Model 


Everest & JENNINGS Folding Wheelchairs and 
Accessories for the disabled. The Mayfair 8 in. 
Castor model in triple chrome plated steel tubing 
with single ‘‘X’’ brace encourages the patient to 
Those dedicated to the task of re- 
recommend 
Everest & JENNINGS Folding Wheelchairs, 


Folding Wheelchair illustrated is the Mayfair Model 
8U 25-15 with detachable arms. 


Manufactured by 


fore and it can, in some cases, give a 
real sense of satisfaction”’. 

Miss Tuckett said that she felt, how- 
ever, it was not the answer for some 
of the older Spastics just because they 
were handicapped they were not satis- 
fied with a crude or badly finished 
product. She urged parents “find if you 
can something really to give them an 
interest and then try your hardest to 
satisfy their need to follow up this 
interest”. She gave as examples such 
things as musical appreciation and 
philately. 


— 
The 
Mayfair 


w detachable arms 4 
aR Sees : 


with confidence 


The Mayfair 
Junior Standard 16” model 


S lier. r ‘ oad ’ ¥ Writ Fully 
to va sicliry of ZIMMER ‘ORTHOPAEDIC LTD; il 0 a a 
Health BRIDGEND. GLAMORGAN. G.B: Tel: Bridgend 938: F.W. 33. 
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The Feminine Touch 


A SPASTIC IN THE KITCHEN 


Down in the Community Centre at 
Cambridge House in South London 
two Spastic girls were hard at work 
getting lunch for twenty people when 
I called in. Although it is some miles 
away, this new venture is an off-shoot 
of the Occupational Unit at King’s 
College Hospital. 

Many of the people who attend the 
Day Unit come “under their own 
steam” (including the ‘Head Cook’ 
who comes up from Bromley each day). 
Although an ambulance is on loan 
from ,““King’s” it can only collect and 
deliver one batch of people a day. 


Solid Crockery 


The long kitchen looks like any 
other which caters for bulk preparation 
of food. Indeed, the Occupation 
Therapist, who is in charge, stresses 
most strongly that all the equipment 
must be as ordinary as possible for she 
is hoping to find employment for her 
trainees in the open market. 

So, apart from the fact that the sink 
and draining board have been lowered 
and are more or less at the same height 
as the big stove, and the crockery is all 
solid and heavy (to give an added 
feeling of stability), everything is much 
as usual. 

The two girls, who do the majority 
of the meals and snacks to feed the 
workers of the unit, both had initial 
training in the special kitchen at 
“King’s”. 


Gadgetry 


The Training Kitchen at King’s 
College Hospital is justly famous. It 
caters for nearly any type of handicap 
and there are many adaptations and 
gadgets. However, as the unit at the 
Community Centre is primarily train- 
ing for employment, the cooks have 
graduated from “gadgetry” to ordinary 
equipment. 7 

Since the girls have come to the new 
unit, and are responsible for all the 
catering, it is remarkable the added 
confidence they have acquired. 

They must arrive early in the morn- 
ing to have the teas ready for the 
morning break. Rush the washing-up 
through to have the kitchen clear to 
start on the midday meal. The market- 
ing has been done the previous day 
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and this the girls attend to themselves. 
For this reason menus must be planned 
in advance, and care must be taken in 


By Marie Ross 


Courtesy Ideal Homes Magazine 
Here is the potato peeler in action. It can be used by 
someone with only one capable hand, for the peeler is 
held steady and the potato is scraped against it. 


ordering so that there is neither a 
famine nor a surfeit. 

One of the girls was beating a batter 
with a rotary egg beater that was 
clamped on to the edge of the work- 
bench. This was a new gadget to me, 
although I was assured that it can be 
found in any good kitchenware depart- 
ment. The other girl was _ bustling 
round setting the table, taking cutlery 
and cups off the trolley which she had 
loaded in the kitchen. The trolley idea 


The latest American gimmick in the 
pre-packed food line is a hot cup of 
tea which you can buy, surprisingly 
enough, from slot machines. You 
simply drop your coin in and five 
seconds later a freshly-made cup of tea 
pours into your waiting cup. 

The tea-making machine was demon- 
strated in London recently to the Lord 
and Lady Mayoress of Liverpool, 


Slot-Machine Tea Helps Spastics 


is an excellent one, saving countless 
trips between Dining Room and kit- 
chen and the risk of spilling things on 
the way. 

The vegetables were already done, 
and one useful gadget which helped 
cope with them was a potato peeler 
blade which had been fastened to the 
work table. It protruded, which meant 

that instead of 
scraping the blade 
over the potato, the 
girls reversed the 
process and scraped 
the potato over the 
blade. 


This was a new 
one on me but I 
have a shorter cut 
still. I prefer some 
of the steel wire 
which is used for 
washing up. If you 
get one of the fine 
curly metal variety 
and scrub hard you 
peel potatoes with- 
out necessarily skin- 
ning fingers. It is 
good for most of the 
other root vege- 
tables, too. 


In addition to the 
two girls, who are 
practically demon- 
strating the success 


of their training, there is a Spastic boy 


who is much interested in cooking also. 
When one of the girls is away he takes 
over most capably. The Therapist in 
charge hopes to find him employment 
in this field, too. 

Here is an occupation which not 
only enables these people to give a 
great deal of help in their own homes, 
but may possibly be one of the answers 
about finding suitable employment for 
Spastics. 


Alderman and Mrs. J. Sheehan, and 
directors, catering managers of Mer- 
seyside industrial, business, public and 
entertainment concerns. 

Mr. John Still, speaking for the 
manufacturers of the tea machine, 
announced that,- with the agreement of 
the site owners where machines are 
installed, a proportion of the money 
would be given to the N.S.S. 
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JENNIFER’S ‘SILVER LINING’ 
Spastic Talks on B.B.C. 


J ENNIFER INGOLD, 24 year old’ 


Spastic, who lives by herself in a 
caravan near Maidstone, recently gave 
a broadcast on “The Silver Lining” 
programme of the B.B.C. She told of 
her life as a Spastic, and the little tricks 
she has evolved to help herself: 

Jennifer was the second of premature 
twins, and her sister has no handicap 
whatever. When she was very small a 
doctor said that Jennifer’s trouble was 
a form of paralysis and doubted if she 
would live more than eight years. 

He put her into night splints and her 
mother rubbed her with oil. Very 
slowly she began to improve. The little 
girl whose shoulders, as she says, 
“were up round my ears”, her hands 
twisting sideways when she used them, 
her knees and feet turning in, began 
to have a better posture. The tremor 
she always had decreased, leaving the 
jerky movements. 


SHE RODE BETTER 
THAN SHE WALKED 


Her mother put her on a pony when 
she was about two and this helped to 
hold her knees apart. For years she 
was held on for she still had little 
balance. She did not walk properly 
until she was about twelve, but became 
very good at falling over, and long 
before she was happy on her feet she 
was able to go alone on the pony. 

Schooling was a difficulty and even- 
tually a boarding school was found not 
far from home. Later Jennifer went to 
a Catholic Convent School where she 


_ said the Nuns were very kind and did 


everything they could to help her. 

When her sister left school at 14, put 
her hair up and taught in their mother’s 
Riding School, Jennifer started to 
realise her disability more than she 
ever had before. 

When she was 16, she, her mother 
and sister became Roman Catholics 
and she remembers feeling a great 
change in her life; that now she had a 
purpose, and an answer to the question 
of being disabled. 

She had training as a teacher and 
tried to find a job but there was 
nothing available, so she helped at 
home with the animals. Later she was 
able to get a job with a private family 
where she looked after four horses, in 
addition to her own. 

Jennifer exercised them, by riding 
her own horse and leading them, but 
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had a bad fall and selit three weeks 
in hospital as a result. 

It was advised that she take things 
more easily and her Godmotter gave 
her the use of a shed, that was con- 
verted into a little house at the end of 
the garden. Jennifer lived there for a 
year, with her little dog, Imp, applying 
for an invalid chair which she used for 


caravan, Jennifer has improved a great 
deal. 


He encourages her to undertake as 
much as possible without getting too 
tired. 

Jennifer says that she feels much 
safer and looks far better, on a horse 
than walking. She says “It is the one 
thing I can do really well and speak 
with any knowledge on. I manage to 
go in for the eymkanas and in trotting 
and walking races; I also do my own 
sort. of hunting which is very mild and 
mostly through gates because I am 


Just to prove what an excellent rider she is, Jenmyer 


occasionally rides bare back. 


travelling from her house in Somerset 
to Kent, to visit her mother. 


She later joined her mother at the 
Carmelite Secular Institute and stayed 
two years, learning to cook, launder 
and weave, receiving physiotherapy. 
She was able to stop using her leg 
irons and the physiotherapist helped 
her a great deal by reminding her, 
about walking properly. 


TAUGHT SPASTIC’ BOYS 


Her godmother then offered her a 
caravan to live in. At first, Jennifer 
says,. she was a little lonely, but 
gradually she acquired a cat and a few 
chickens, and the Blue Cross Society 
lent her a quiet little horse. 

Jennifer does as much as she can to 
help the local Group of the N.S.S., in 
Maidstone, and, for several months, 
used her teaching experience to heip 
two little Spastic boys. One morning a 
week she works in a clinic, as 
Assistant Receptionist and her doctor 
thinks, that since she has been in the 


unable to jump owing to lack of 
balance”’. 

Jennifer has started to cultivate a 
garden and has made all the flower 
beds three feet wide so that, she can 
sit down with her legs in front of her 
and garden sideways. In the caravan 
she does everything for herself and has 
devised methods to make things easier. 

The milk stays in the bottle and the 
sugar in a pretty tin so as to be less 
accident-prone. Jennifer says that all 
the furniture which is immovable, is 
ideal, for she is apt to fall on things 
and their stability prevents her from 
slipping further. 

She has many hobbies and does a lot 
of drawing. Last year she sold twelve 
sketches of different Christmas cards in 
aid of the Spastic Society. 

When closing the talk on the B.B.C., 
Jennifer said she hoped she had helped 
some, who were fellow Spastics, to look 
on the brighter side; that “all of you, 
with a deep love of God and faith in 
Him, and your own will power should 
be able to. fight against, tremendous 
odds”. 
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NORTH REGION NOTES 


CREWE 


My illustration for this page is 19- 
year old David Joyner who was men- 
tioned in the January issue of the 
News. Owing to his severe disability, 
David is unable to use his hands yet 
he can do quite a lot with his left foot. 
He paints pictures and plaster minia- 
tures, makes plasticine models and also 
jigsaw puzzles. 

Another of his interests is weaving. 
David joins in all the activities at the 
Crewe Centre and when they get a glut 
of silver paper and milk bottle tops it 
is David who sets to work and sorts 
them. He is a hard worker and hates 
to have nothing to do. 

Although the typewriter at the 
Centre is much in demand David was 
able to type all his Christmas Cards. 


pupils through their paces and parents 
and friends saw clearly the improve- 
ment in their children and their new- 
found sense of. self-reliance. 


From 


Roland Whyte 


North Regional 
Officer 


mu Rs 


Recently the Friends of the Spastics 
Society in Hull and District held a 


URMSTON 


Mr. G. H. Chapman, Urmston 
Physiotherapist, who in addition to 
being a member of the Group’s Com- 
mittee is treating the children who 
attend the Centre, demonstrated some 
of the equipment he uses at a meeting 
recently. 

For the demonstration Mr. Chap- 
man put three of his most enthusiastic 
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members “get-together” at which a 
special feature was a talk given by 26- 
year old Mr. George Marriott. He told 
he was coping with his athetoid 
condition. He said that parental help 
had been a big factor in his efforts to 
reach a reasonable standard of educa- 
tion. 

Also Mr. Marriott stressed its help 
in overcoming disappointments in his 


long search for employment and a 
measure of independence. 

Hull has received a donation of £30 
from Mrs. E. L. Maw, Assistant Dist- 
rict Commissioner of Wolf Cubs. This 
sum was the result of the Cubs’ efforts 
to do a good turn during their Fortieth 
Anniversary Year. 


LEEDS 


Leeds have been running a Spastic 
Swimming Club for about two years 
now. After approaching the Leeds 
Education Authority for permission to 
use a bath in one of their schools they 
were granted this facility for two hours 
every Wednesday evening. 

The kindly interest shown by the 
school caretaker ensured that the tem- 
perature of the bath was always in the 
region of 60 degrees—a most import- 
ant factor when one considers how 
inactive some of the children are. 

Voluntary helpers have done much 
to make these weekly sessions a 
success. Some of the children, more 
lightly disabled, who go to ordinary ~ 
school have had their initial swimming 
instruction at the Club where they 
could receive individual tuition. With 
this added confidence they have joined 
the ordinary classes with their school- 
mates. 


Initially, transport was a problem 


but parents were helped out by the 


Leeds Rotary Club who organised a 
team of voluntary drivers. Since then 
negotiations with the local authorities 
have resulted in the Leeds Ambulance 
Service taking over. ° 


CUMBERLAND, 
WESTMORLAND AND 


FURNESS 


_ Cumberland Group are proud of the 
fact that their propaganda leaves no 
corner of the area outside its influence. 
Chairman, Alderman K. Payne, and 
the projectionist, Mr. Graham, made a 
trip to a remote village with a 
population of 100. 

This little village possesses no road, 
for the houses are all on rough hill- 
sides. The nearest road is at least two 
miles away, although, strange to say, it 
does possess a railway station. 

Messrs. Payne and Graham got 
there by travelling 27 miles from 
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Carlisle by road then getting on a train 
which, by arrangement with the rail- 
ways, let them off at the village. 


The Stationmaster at the village 
combined jhis duties with that of a 
Postmaster and the same building is 
used for both functions. His shop-cum- 
post office is on the railway station and 
the villagers come down the pathless 
hillsides each morning for milk and 
bread. 


WORKINGTON 


Petrol rationing has unfortunately 
held up the opening of the Clinic at 
Park Lane in Workington, but plans 
are complete thanks mainly to the 
enthusiasm and co-operation of the 
County Medical Officer of Health. 


WARRINGTON 


Much in demand by American air- 
men stationed at Burtonwood is 
Spastic Colin Bashford of Warrington. 
Colin, literally single-handed, for one 
arm is completely disabled, runs his 
own shoe repairing business. 


He started his craft by watching his 
next-door neighbour. This shoe re- 
pairer, noticing Collin’s interest, offered 
to teach him the trade and within six 
months he had proved himself a most 
apt pupil. Unfortunately, the teacher 
died but determined not to give up 
a craft which would give him 
independence as a __ businessman 
Colin proceeded to teach himself the 
rest. 


He started his own business as far 
back as 1940 when his father built him 
a workshop. Gradually making a profit 
he was able to buy more machinery 
and to-day he can guarantee a 24- 
hour service and the quality of hand 
sewing. 


‘of the Group. 


SOUTH EAST REGION NOTES 


Now that the South East Region 
is taking definite shape, I am anxious 
to formulate as complete a list as 
possible of all Group Meetings, Annual 
General Meetings, functions, etc. It is 
my wish to come along to as many of 
these gatherings as 
I can in order to 
meet and become 
known to the offi- 
cers and members 


Suggestions from 
Groups would also 
be appreciated as to 
where and when I 
might advantageously arrange to act as 
Speaker to small groups of people. 
such as Rotary Clubs, Round Tables, 


The change-over from a newspaper to 
a magazine is quite a complicated process. 
Owing to this, both the Febuary and 
March N.S.S. News, have been issued 
much later than the Editor wished. 

Apologies are offered with the hope 
that this delay will not occur in the future. 


IN NEXT ISSUE 
The April issue, in addition to the 
other regular features, will contain 
a special International supplement. 
It will be remembered that when 
the International Delegation visited 
Britain for a conference last year it 
was agreed that the N.S.S. should 
act as ‘Post Office’ for exchange of 
information about the work being 
done in the various countries. 
There will also be reports of the 
interesting addresses given at the 
N.S.S. General Meeting in Leeds. 
Professor R. S. Illingworth spoke 
on “Factors which affect the baby 
before he is born”, and Dr. Margery 
Wilson’s talk was entitled “Working 
to one Goal”. 


From 
S. Langley 


South East Regional 
Officer 


Toc H, etc. in areas where at present 
little is known of our efforts. Introduc- 
tions and assistance to this end will be 
welcomed and I hope to take on as 
many engagements of this nature 
during 1957 as possible. 

‘During the past 
two months I have 
visited such places 
as the Thomas De- 
larue School, the 
Coombe Farm Resi- 
dential Centre, 
Hawksworth Hall. 
Prested Hall and 
they C rtoevid on 
Centre, with the re- 
sult that much valuable experience has 
been gained. 


CROYDON MEETING 


Efforts are being made to establish 
a Regional Office as soon as possible. 
When the N.S.S. News went to press 
the location of the new S.E. Headquar- 
ters had not been settled. The address 
will be published as soon as possible. 

The Regional Committee held its 
second meeting on the 2nd March at 
the Croydon Centre. With an excellent 
attendance, the Committee were able 
to discuss many details as to the consti- 
tution of the Region and its work for 
the future. 

The visit also afforded the Group 


Representatives the opportunity of 
seeing the excellently equipped 
centre. 


The next meeting has been arranged 
for Saturday, the 6th April. 

Through the courtesy of the Tun- 
bridge Wells and Tonbridge Round 
Table, the students of the Thomas 
Delarue School will be able to display 
their efforts in handicraft at the 7th 
Hobbies Exhibition to be held in 
Tunbridge Wells on April 10th for 
four days. 


GROUP SECRETARY ALTERATIONS 


KENT, 
(FOLKESTONE SPASTIC GROUP): 
Hon. Secretary, 


Mr. R. F. Thomson, 
21, Cherry Court, Folkestone. 


(NORTH WEST SURREY GROUP): 


Secretary, 

Mrs. J. H. Bond, 

2, Trenchard Close, Walton-on-Thames, 
Surrey. 


N.S.S. News, Marcu, 1957. 


(WATFORD & DISTRICT GROUP): 
HERTFORDSHIRE SPASTICS 
SOCIETY), 
Assistant Secretary, 
Mr. R. Taylor, 
127, Horshoe Lane, Garston, 
Watford, Herts. 


(CASTLEFORD SPASTICS GROUP): 
' Secretary, 

Mrs. S. A. Jourdian, 

The Square, Airedale, 

Castleford, Yorks. 


(LIVERPOOL SPASTIC FELLOWSHIP): 


Please note that the name Merseyside 
Spastic Fellowship has now been changed 
to the above and all communications should 
be sent to: 

Secretary, 

Miss A. Angers, 

Liverpool Spastic Fellowship, 
Room 28, 66, Hanover Street, 
Liverpool, 1. 
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NATIONAL SPASTICS SOCIETY CENTRES 


NATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CENTRES 


THE THOMAS DELARUE 
SCHOOL 


Dene Park, Tonbridge, Kent. 

Telephone: Tonbridge 3859. 

Principal : 

H. P. Davies Esq., B.Sc. (Econ.) 
Chairman of the Board of Governors: 
Douglas Delarue Esq., J.P. 


Secondary Education for Spastics over 13 
years. 


Accommodation: 45. 


THE CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 


Pentyrch, Nr. Cardiff. 
Telephone: Pentyrch 397. 


Headmistress : 
Mrs. C. M. Kearslake. 


Chairman of the Management 
Committee : 


Miss M. B. Jowett, M.B.E. 
Primary Education for Spastics between 5 
and 16 years. 
Accommodation: 35. 


THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 


Tixover Grange, Duddington, 
Nr. Stamford. 

Telephone: Duddington 212. 
Headmaster : 

R. A. Pedder, Esq. 


Chairman of the 

Committee: 

Eric Smith, Esq. 
Primary Education for Spastics between 5 
and 16 years. 

Accommodation: 42. 8 Day Pupils. 


Management 


IRTON HALL SCHOOL 


Holmrook, Cumberland. 
Telephone: Holmrook 42. 


Principal : 

A. Lubran, Esq., F.R.S.A., M.R.S.T. 
Chairman of the Management 
Committee: 

Dr. T. Dowell. 


Education for Spastics reputed to be below 
average intelligence. 
Accommodation: 45. 


HAWKSWORTH HALL. 


Guiseley, Nr. Bradford, Yorks. 
Telephone: Menstone 114. 
+ 


Headinistress : 
Miss I: Spink, Dipl.Ed. 
Chairman of the Management 


Committee : 

J. Hicks, Esq. 
Assessment Centre for Spastics reputed to 
be below average intelligence. 
Accommodation: 32. 


COOMBE FARM RESIDENTIAL 
CENTRE 


Oaks Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Telephone: Addiscombe 2310. 
Warden: 

F. Bowyer, Esq. 


Chairman of 
Committee: 
W. Noel-Jordan, Esq. 


Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
16 to 25 years. 
Accommodation: 33. 


the Management 


THE “SHERRARDS” TRAINING 
CENTRE 

Digswell Hill, Welwyn, Herts. 
Telephone: Welwyn 2125. 


Principal : 
E. L. Knight, Esq. 


Chairman of the 
Committee : 
The Hon. Mrs. David Bowes-Lyon. 


Vocational Training Centre 
adult Spastics. 


Accommodation: 25. va 


Management 


for young 


PRESTED HALL 


Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 
Telephone: Kelvedon 482. 


Warden: 
J. H. Watson, Esq. 


Chairman of _ the 
Committee: 
Miss Mary Ruck, R.R.C. 


Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
25 to 40 years. a 


Accommodation: 31. 


Management 


HOLIDAY HOME 


The East London Group’s Holiday 
Home — The Arundel Private Hotel 
— 23, The Leas, Westcliff-on-Sea, 


Telephone: Southend 476351. 


LOCAL CENTRES AND CLINICS 


In close co-operation with Local 
Authority and/or Hospital Manage- 
ment Committee, the following Groups 
provide or assist special schools and/or 
treatment centres: 


Coventry Portsmouth 

Hull Reading 
Northampton -on-Sea 
Pontefract Swindon 


Working independently, the fofiowing 
Groups have set up special schools 
with treatment centres: 


Birkenhead Newcastle 
Bolton Plymouth 


Operating entirely by voluntary con- 
tributions, the following Groups have 
treatment centres with or without 
nursery classes. Some of these Centres 
operate every day, others only _part- 
time: hers 


Bollington and Urmston 
Macclesfield Liverpoel 
Bournemouth wLuton 
Bridgwater Norwich 
Brighton Sale 
Croydor. South West Surrey 
Epping Stockport 
Gillingham Swansea 
Grimsby Wycombe and 
Harlow District 
Ipswich 


Ot kag 
doo 


UN orth Stafford 


The following Groups have, what 
might be termed, special occupation 
centres and, in some cases, treatment. . 


is available together with speech - 
therapy: 

Bristol _ Leicester 
heltenham Southampton 
Crewe Warrington 


What might be termed Welfare De- 
partments, mainly designed to assist 
older Spastics, are operated by~ the 
following: pe 


Huddersfield . ; 
Svastics Society 
Widnes é A 


(Stoke) 
Halifax 


